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SnowdenTheatrical releases poster Of This Oliver Stone Produced by Moritz Borman Eric Kopeloff Philip Schulz-Deyle Fernando Sulichin Screenplay by Kieran Fitzgerald Oliver Stone Based on The Snowden Filesby Luke Harding Time of the Octopusby Anatoly Kucherena Starring Joseph Gordon-Levitt Shailene
Woodley Melissa Leo Zachary Quinto Tom Wilkinson Scott Eastwood Marshall-Green Timothy Olyphant Ben Schnetzer LaKeith Lee Stanfield Rhys Ifans Nicolas Cage Music byCraig ArmstrongCinematographyAnthony Dod MantleEdited by Alex Marquez Lee Percy Productioncompanies Endgame Entertainment
Vendian Entertainment KrautPack Entertainment Distributed byOpen Road Films ( United States)Universum Film (Germany)Release date July 21, 2016 (2016-07-21) (San Diego Comic-Con) September 16, 2016 (2016-09-16) (United States) September 22, 2016 (2016-22/0 9) (Germany) Running time134
minutes[1]Country France[2] Germany[2] United States[2] LanguageEnglishBudget$40 million[3][4]Box Office$37.3 million[3] Snowden is a 2016 biographical thriller film directed by Oliver Stone and written by Stone and Kieran. Based on the books The Snowden Files (2014) by Luke Harding and Time of the Octopus
(2015) by Anatoly Kucherena, the film stars Joseph Gordon-Levitt as Edward Snowden, a subcontractor and whistleblower for the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) who copied and leaked highly classified information from the National Security Agency (NSA) from 2013. In addition to Gordon-Levitt, the film features a cast
that includes Shailene Woodley, Melissa Leo, Zachary Quinto, Tom Wilkinson, Scott Eastwood, Logan Marshall-Green, Timothy Olyphant, Ben Schnetzer, LaKeith Lee Stanfield, Rhys Ifans and Nicolas Cage. International co-production from Germany, France and the United States, principal photography began on
February 16, 2015 in Munich. Snowden was screened at San Diego Comic-Con on July 21, 2016, before debuting at the 2016 Toronto International Film Festival. The film was released in the United States on September 16, 2016, by Open Road Films and on September 22 in Germany. It received mixed reviews from
critics, who praised Gordon-Levitt's performance but criticized the direction. It was also a disappointment at the box office, grossing $37.3 million worldwide against its $40 million budget. Synopsis In 2013, Edward Snowden marks a clandestine meeting in Hong Kong with documentary filmmaker Laura Poitras and
journalist Glenn Greenwald. They discuss the disclosure of confidential information in the possession of the former on illegal mass surveillance conducted by the National Security Agency (NSA). Poitras later released a documentary about this encounter titled Citizenfour, this in turn was used in a scene within the film
Snowden. In 2004, Snowden is undergoing basic training, having enlisted in the U.S. Army with intentions of enrolling in Special Forces. He eventually fractures his and is informed that he's going to get a one quit and that he can serve his country in other ways. Snowden requests a position at the Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA) and subsequently goes through the screening process. Initially, his answers to the display questions are insufficient, but Deputy Director Corbin O'Brian decides to risk it, given the demands of such extraordinary times. Snowden is then taken to The Hill where he is educated and tested in cyber warfare. He
learns about the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act, which circumvents the Fourth Amendment rights of U.S. citizens, allowing warrant applications to be approved by a panel of judges who have been appointed by the Chief Justice. Snowden and his peers are tasked with building a secret communications network in
their hometown, deleting it and then rebuilding it in eight hours or less, with five hours being the average time spent. Snowden impresses O'Brian when he completes the exercise in 38 minutes. Meanwhile, Snowden meets Lindsay Mills through a dating site. The two unite, despite strongly contrasting political ideologies.
Snowden acquires his first overseas post working with diplomatic cover in Geneva in 2007, taking Mills with him. He knows Gabriel Sol, who has extensive experience in electronic surveillance. Snowden begins to question the ethical implications of his assignment. After his superior decides to set his target on a DUI
charge in order to coerce information from him, Snowden resigns from the CIA. Snowden later takes up a position with the NSA in Japan, initially under the pretext of building a program that would allow the government to support all critical Data from the Middle East in an emergency, a program he calls Epic Shelter.
Snowden finds out about the practices that the NSA and other U.S. government agencies are using not only in Japan, but in most of the countries with which the U.S. is currently allied, which include planting malware on different computers that manage government, infrastructure and financial sectors so that in case any
ally turns against the U.S. , that country can effectively be closed in retaliation. The stress associated with work results in the end of his relationship with Mills, who returns with his family in Maryland. Three months later, Snowden left his post at the NSA and returned to Maryland, where he and Mills resume their
relationship and he takes a consulting position for the CIA. After Snowden is diagnosed with epilepsy, Mills agrees that he should join the operation because she believes the environment in Hawaii can be beneficial to her health. As he begins his new work on The Tunnel, a World War II underground bunker that has been
redirected to massive electronic surveillance and SIGINT operations, Snowden discovers that Epic Shelter is providing real-time data that helps U.S. drone pilots launch lethal lethals against suspected terrorists in Pakistan. Snowden ends up being disillusioned with what's part of it. This culminates in Snowden smuggling
a microSD card into his office through a Rubik's Cube, and uploading all relevant data. He then tells his colleagues that he is feeling unwell and leaves. He advises Mills to fly home to Maryland, after which he contacts Poitras and Greenwald to arrange the meeting. With the help of journalist Ewen MacAskill, the
information is released to the press on June 5, 2013, with additional leaks published in the following days. Following, with the help of MacAskill, Greenwald and Poitras, Snowden is smuggled from Hong Kong on a flight to Latin America via Russia. However, the U.S. government revokes his passport, forcing him to
remain in Moscow indefinitely. He is finally granted asylum for three years, with Mills joining him at a later date. Snowden continues his activism. Cast Joseph Gordon-Levitt as Edward Snowden Edward Snowden briefly portrays himself in a cameo Shailene Woodley as Lindsay Mills Melissa Leo as Laura Poitras Zachary
Quinto as Glenn Greenwald Tom Wilkinson as Ewen MacAskill Scott Eastwood as Trevor James Logan Marshall-Green as Male Drone Pilot /Catfish Timothy OlyphanT as CIA Geneva agent Ben Schnetzer as Gabriel Sol LaKeith Lee Stanfield as Patrick Haynes Rhys Ifans as Corbin O'Brian Nicolas Cage as Hank
Forrester Joely Richardson as Janine Gibson Robert Firth as Dr. Stillwell Ben Chaplin as Robert Tibbo Anatoly Kucherena, Snowden's Russian lawyer and author of the novel Time of the Octopus, in which the script is said to be partially based, plays a Russian diplomat in one of the Geneva scenes. Production
Development Oliver Stone personally met Edward Snowden several times in Moscow and spent time researching what happened to him. When Oliver Stone was first approached to lead the film, he was hesitant. At the time, he was working on another controversial subject, about the last few years in the life of Martin
Luther King Jr., with Jamie Foxx attached to the star, and did not immediately want to address a project as incendiary again. He had previously been criticized for being too listless with George W. Bush – despite calling him the second worst president in U.S. history only after Richard Nixon – in his film, W. (2008). [7]
However, a series of events and persuasion led him to finally agree to direct it. Glenn Greenwald, the journalist who worked with Laura Poitras to tell Snowden's story, asked him for some advice; A few months later, Snowden's Russian lawyer, Anatoly Kucherena, contacted Stone through his producer asking to meet
him. [6] Wanting to sell her book on Snowden, Kucherena arranged a meeting in Moscow, in a safe place stone would not reveal. It was a fictitious, but Stone developed an interest in him and called him very Fyodor Dostoyevsky, in the sense that none of this is realistic. Stone, who did not know if if i would cooperate, i
was undecided if i would make a fictional movie with an anonymous character or a story as realistic as possible. Stone began meeting with Snowden in January 2014. At first, Snowden was wary of the idea of turning his life into a movie. Stone went to meet with Snowden two more times in late May of that year, and
Snowden finally agreed to the idea and even decided to participate. Although he was involved in the project, he did not receive script approval, nor received any payment for the film. Instead, the payment was given to The Guardian. [7] Snowden had seen a piece of Oliver Stone's Untold History of the United States and
was fascinated by it. Columbia Pictures already had the rights to Greenwald's book on the case. [8] On June 2, 2014, it was announced that Stone and Moritz Borman had acquired the rights to Luke Harding's nonfiction book The Snowden Files, and that Stone would write and direct a film based on it. The martin luther
king jr. film has been dropped since Stone pledged to direct Snowden. Eight days later, on June 10, 2014, Stone acquired the rights to another book, Time of the Octopus, by Kucherena. In April 2015, WikiLeaks revealed that Sony paid $700,000 for the rights to Harding's book and $1 million for the rights to Kucherena's
novel. [12] Stone used both books as sources for his screenplay. On November 6, 2014, Open Road Films acquired the U.S. rights to the film, while Wild Bunch was ready to handle outside sales. Deadline Hollywood confirmed on November 10, 2014 that Endgame Entertainment had embarked to produce the film. [15]
Pre-production Is a very strange thing to do [a story about] an American man, and not be able to finance this film in America. And that's very disturbing, if you think about its implications on any subject that is clearly not pro-American. They say we have freedom of speech; but thought is funded, and thought is controlled,
and the media is controlled. This country is very attached to that, and there are no criticisms allowed on a certain level. You can make movies about civil rights leaders who are dead, but it's not easy to make one about a current man. — Oliver Stone, Snowden's director, about the difficulty of making the film in the U.S.
before production began, Stone and Gordon-Levitt met Snowden in 2015 in Moscow, where he was living in exile with his girlfriend. Lindsay Mills, ever since she escaped attempts by the U.S. government to arrest him for espionage. The U.S. government revoked his passport while Snowden was trying to reach South
America. Gordon-Levitt described Snowden as a person similar to Philippe Petit, who Gordon-Levitt played in the 2015 film The Walk. [16] Problems arose in Russia, however, as companies that were affiliated with the U.S. refused to get involved in the project,[6] and studio was ready to support him. It became extremely
difficult for Stone, who had to fund everything, along with the Eventually, the funding came from France and Germany, and the film was eventually filmed in Germany as a German production, with contracts being signed eight days before production began. [8] As the budget was too tight, Stone had to miss the funeral of
his mother, who had died in America while filming was taking place in Germany. Returning to America would mean that Stone would have to cut four days of work, which he said he couldn't afford to do. [7] Casting On September 21, 2014, Joseph Gordon-Levitt was in negotiations to play Edward Snowden, the American
computer professional who leaked classified information from the National Security Agency (NSA) to the mainstream media as of June 2013. On November 10, 2014, news confirmed that Gordon-Levitt would be the protagonist. On November 14, 2014, Shailene Woodley was in final negotiations to participate in the film
to play Snowden's girlfriend Lindsay Mills. On February 2, 2015, Scott Eastwood joined the cast to play an NSA agent. On February 4, 2015, three more actors joined the cast; Melissa Leo played documentary filmmaker Laura Poitras, who filmed Snowden's most famous recording, Zachary Quinto played Glenn
Greenwald, snowden's chosen journalist to leak classified information, and Tom Wilkinson played Ewen MacAskill, the Guardian's defense and intelligence correspondent, who helped report Snowden's story. On February 13, 2015, Variety reported that Ben Schnetzer had also joined the film. On February 19, 2015,
Timothy Olyphant joined the film to star as a CIA agent who befriended Snowden before leaving for Russia, and Rhys Ifans and Joely Richardson were added to the film's cast on February 20, 2015. On February 23, 2015, Nicolas Cage also signed a contract to play the role of a former U.S. Intelligence official. Lakeith
Stanfield was added to the cast on February 25, 2015, to play an NSA co-worker and a close friend of Snowden's. For his role as Snowden, Joseph Gordon-Levitt promised to donate his entire film salary to help ease the conversation about the relationship between technology and democracy. [27] Filming for the main
photography began on February 16, 2015 in Munich, Germany. [28] The shooting was underway in Washington, D.C. in early April,[29] and the shooting in Hawaii began on April 15 and lasted until April 18. The house used to film is on the same street snowden lived on. In late April, Hong Kong media reported that crews
began filming in Mira Hong Kong, followed by outdoor filming in some old buildings in To Kwa Wan. [30] The shooting lasted until mid-May. Some exterior images were also shot in Tokyo. Due to fear of interference National Security Agency, Stone decided to shoot the film primarily outside the United States. [6] We felt
we were at risk here. We didn't know what the NSA could do, so we ended up in Munich, which was a beautiful experience, Stone said. [6] Due to the fears of the leaking, Stone employed self-described ethical hacker Ralph Echemendia as a technical supervisor, and ensured that all casts and crew used a secure chat
and file sharing program. The song Peter Gabriel wrote the song The Veil exclusively for the film. The video of the track features photos and a participation of Snowden, as well as news coverage scenes and images from the film. Launch The cast and director of Snowden at the 2016 San Diego Comic-Con to promote the
film. On February 20, 2015, Open Road Films set the film to a national release date on December 25, 2015. Pathé would release the film in France on December 30, 2015, and Universum Film would release it in Germany on January 7, 2016. However, in September 2015, Open Road changed the film from its release
date in December to 2016. The studio gave no reason for the delay; however, The Hollywood Reporter reported that it may have been because the film was not yet finished. On October 7, 2015, the film was released on May 13, 2016. On February 19, 2016, the release date was again pushed back to September 16, at
the forefront of the awards season. The official trailer was published on April 27, 2016. The film was invited to compete at the 2016 Cannes Film Festival, when festival director Thierry Frémaux saw the film and praised it, calling it a very good film. Complements Citizenfour beautifully. It helps you understand a lot of
things. Frémaux said he wanted the film to be screened at Cannes, but explained that the film's producers want to aim for the Oscars, so for them a premiere at Cannes was a little too soon. It was screened at the 2016 Toronto International Film Festival and had its European premiere at the 64th San Sebastián Film
Festival. Stone held a private screening of Snowden at Ernest Hemingway's former home in Sun Valley, to a guest audience of about two dozen, including actress Melissa Leo, who played documentary filmmaker Laura Poitras. Guests were required to sign non-disclosure agreements. The film received critical acclaim
from the participants, and an audience member was quoted as saying: What he did that is so brilliant is that he gave the whole story of the boy, so you really like him. The film was screened for guests only at San Diego Comic-Con on July 21, 2016. A second trailer for the film was released at the event. The Snowden
reception box office grossed $21.6 million in the United States and Canada and $15.7 million in other countries, totaling $37.3 million, against a production budget of $40 million. The film was released on September 16, 2016, alongside Blair Witch, Bridget Jones's Baby and Hillsong: Let Hope Rise, and was designed to
gross about $10 million from 2,443 theaters in its opening weekend. It opened for $8 million, finishing 4th at the box office. the smallest opening of Oliver Stone's career for a film in more than 2,000 theaters. [44] Snowden Snowden's Critical Response Mixed reviews of the review, although Gordon-Levitt's performance
won critical acclaim. On Rotten Tomatoes, the film has an approval rating of 61%, based on 257 reviews, with an average score of 6.2/10. The site's critical consensus says: Snowden boasts an exciting fact-based tale and a solid performance by Joseph Gordon-Levitt, even though director Oliver Stone stems from the
story of some of its impacts by playing it safe. On Metacritic, the film has a score of 58 out of 100, based on 43 critics, indicating mixed or average reviews. [46] Audiences surveyed by CinemaScore gave the film an average score of A on an A+ to F scale. [49] Richard Roeper gave the film three out of four stars, saying,
Snowden works best when it's just Edward and the three journalists in that hotel room, sweating him out, or when we see the pattern of events that led him to commit acts that exposed the shocking practices of our own government that also possibly created serious security breaches. On November 19, 2016, during the
Camerimage festival, filmmaker Anthony Dod Mantle received the Bronze Frog award for his work on this film. [52] List of awards and nominations Date of the Award category Winners Result Ref. Camerimage November 19, 2016 Bronze Frog Award for Best Cinematography Anthony Dod Mantle Won [53] Washington
D.C. Area Film Critics Association December 5, 2016 Best Portrait of Washington D.C. Snowden Nominated [54] Women Film Critics Circle December 19, 2016 Best Male Image in a Film Snowden Nominated [55] Best Screen Couple Snowden Nominated for grammy Awards February 12, 2017 Best Song Written for
Visual Media Peter Gabriel For the song The Veil Nominated [56] Satellite Awards February 19, 2017 Best Actor Joseph Gordon-Levitt Nominated [57] Best Adapted Screenplay Oliver Stone and Kieran Fitzgerald won the Golden Raspberry Awards February 25, 2017 Worst Supporting Actor Nicolas Cage Nominated
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